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areas without the guarantee of defense, we’ve
got to make sure that every young person
and every not-so-young person in California
who will go to a place like Cal State,
Northridge, does so.

Mr. Jackson. Mr. President, I can’t think
of an occasion when a Chief Executive of
the United States has aligned himself so im-
mediately and completely with a Californian
concern or issue, in this case a natural disas-
ter. Our leader locally is Mayor Richard Rior-
dan, of course.

The President. Is he there?
Mr. Jackson. Yes.
Mayor Richard Riordan. Mr. President?
The President. I had to do it, otherwise

he would have camped out on my doorstep
here and never gone home. [Laughter]

Mayor Riordan. Well, I feel like you’ve
been camping out on our doorstep. I’d like
to thank you on behalf of not only the stu-
dents, faculty, and staff of Northridge but all
the citizens of L.A. for your A-plus effort and
your A-plus team. We’ve had, I think, more
Cabinet members in Los Angeles in the last
month than you’ve had in Washington.

The President. Thank you, Mayor.
Mr. Jackson. Mr. President, thank you so

very much, indeed, for taking our call on the
spur of the moment like that, sir.

The President. Thank you, Michael. Let
me just say one thing. I want to compliment
the Mayor and everybody that we’ve worked
with in California. I know you could say that
they’re so good at this because you’re becom-
ing experts at dealing with disasters. But let
me say, I was a Governor for 12 years. I went
through floods and hurricanes, I saw whole
little towns blown away. I have lived through
a lot of these things. And I cannot say enough
about the leadership of the Mayor and the
people out there. The work that they’ve
done, it’s just been terrific.

And in terms of doing this radio program,
you know, one of the things I said I’d do
if I ever were fortunate enough to be elected
President is to try to give this job back to
the people of this country and their real con-
cerns. And you know, I just left a very impor-
tant meeting with the President of
Kazakhstan. That’s a long way away, but it
affects American interests. But our interests
can only be affected there if people in Cali-

fornia can succeed, if the people who are lis-
tening to this radio program can succeed.

So, I think I did my job today by talking
to you, and I just loved it. I thank you for
giving me a chance to do it.

Mr. Jackson. Thank you, sir.
The President. Thank you. Bye bye.

NOTE: The telephone interview began at 2:35
p.m. The President spoke from the Oval Office
at the White House. In his remarks, he referred
to Dick Krimm, Assistant Associate Director for
Response and Recovery for the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency.

Letter to Burmese Opposition
Leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
February 10, 1994

Dear Daw Aung San Suu Kyi:
Let me take the opportunity to express

again my deep concern about your welfare
and to applaud your remarkable courage in
pursuing human rights and democracy for
the people of Burma. Despite your four and
one-half years of detention, your determina-
tion and courage continue to inspire friends
of freedom around the world. Recent resolu-
tions adopted in the United Nations General
Assembly and the United Nations Human
Rights Commission make clear the inter-
national community’s outrage over your con-
tinued detention as well as that of all other
prisoners of conscience in Burma.

I also want to assure you of the United
States’ continuing support for the struggle to
promote freedom in Burma. The 1990 elec-
tions handed your party an overwhelming
mandate from Burma’s people and firmly re-
jected military rule. Obviously, the path to
democratic change must be worked out by
the Burmese themselves who have assigned
you a key role in bringing about such a demo-
cratic transition. We strongly condemn the
effort to deny you the right to participate
freely in the political life of Burma.

You have my utmost admiration for your
stand. Like your courageous father, you sym-
bolize the authentic aspirations of the Bur-
mese people. History is on the side of free-
dom throughout the world and I remain con-
fident that your cause will prevail.
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Please accept my warmest personal re-
gards.

Sincerely,
Bill Clinton

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content this letter. This item was at-
tached to the following Press Secretary statement
released on February 15:

President Clinton has sent a letter to detained
Burmese opposition leader and Nobel Peace Prize
laureate Aung San Suu Kyi to offer his support
for her efforts on behalf of democracy and human
rights in Burma. Congressman Bill Richardson of
New Mexico, Deputy Majority Whip, was invited
by Burmese authorities to meet with Aung San
Suu Kyi on February 14 and has delivered the
President’s letter to her. He met with her again
today. Congressman Richardson is the first person
outside of Aung San Suu Kyi’s immediate family
to meet with her since she was placed under house
arrest in July 1989.

The United States urges Burma’s military lead-
ers to build on this small step by beginning a dia-
log with Aung San Suu Kyi and moving toward
genuine democratic reform. The Burmese people
made clear their desire for an end to more than
three decades of military rule and the establish-
ment of democratic government in the 1990 elec-
tions, but the government continues to thwart im-
plementation of the results. The President regards
the continued detention of Aung San Suu Kyi and
all other prisoners of conscience in Burma as un-
acceptable and renews his call for their immediate
and unconditional release.

Remarks to Members of the Law
Enforcement Community in London,
Ohio
February 15, 1994

Thank you very much. Thank you, Ray
Skillern, for that introduction and, even more
important, for your personal endorsement of
community policing. I’m glad to be here with
John Lenhart and Greg Merritt and my long-
time friend Attorney General Lee Fisher. I
thank him for what he said and for the work
he is doing with all of you here in Ohio with
Operation Crackdown and with many other
anticrime initiatives.

I thank Senator Glenn and Senator Biden
for coming down here. Senator Biden doesn’t
represent Ohio, except he represents all the
law enforcement people in Ohio as the chair-

man of the Judiciary Committee, and I ap-
preciate him taking a whole day off from this
break and coming down and being with Sen-
ator Glenn and me and being here with your
Congresswoman Deborah Pryce. The three
of them will have to vote to produce a crime
bill that will deal with the issues I came here
to discuss with you today.

I also want to say a special word of appre-
ciation to all the State officials who have
come out either here or at the airport and
to Ron Noble, Assistant Secretary of the
Treasury, who came down with me. He has
a lot to do with not only the Secret Service,
who are my law enforcement detail—that’s
a job in itself from time to time—but also
with the work we’re doing to try to stiffen
the regulations on gun dealers. I want to say
a little more about that in a moment.

And finally, let me thank the leaders of
the police associations who are here: the
FOP president, Dewey Stokes, from Ohio;
the head of the National Association of Police
Officers, Bob Scully, who came down with
us; and your State FOP president, Steve
Young. I thank all of them.

I came here today because your work, all
of you who are in law enforcement, is prob-
ably more important to most Americans
today than it has ever been in the whole his-
tory of the country. We know what crime
and violence is doing to our people. The good
news is that they know what it’s doing to
them, and they really want us to do some-
thing about it. And maybe for the first time,
the American people are willing to do their
part, too.

This is a moment of great hope and oppor-
tunity for America. Everywhere I go it’s what
people want to talk to me about. The other
day I flew into Shreveport, Louisiana, and
the front page of the newspaper had a letter
that a teenage girl had written to me. So she
came out to meet me at the airport, this
young girl. And her letter said this: ‘‘If I could
meet the President, I would ask him to make
his top priority crime. Crime is so bad I’m
afraid to go outside. I really didn’t pay atten-
tion to crime until someone shot and killed
my friend who was one of my church mem-
bers. My concern is,’’—listen to this—‘‘My
concern is I won’t have anyone to marry be-
cause all the nice young men will have been
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